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Ahoy Rotterdam.NL

The 20e biggest Doll- and Teddybear fair of Europe!

Friday 29 and saturday 30 october 2010

General additional information about the 20e International Doll and Teddy Bear Fair at Ahoy Rotterdam on Friday 29 and Saturday 30 october 2010.

With the exception of the international aspect of the Ahoy fair, much of the information set out below also applies to the other doll and teddy bear fairs.

The Ahoy fair is a public fair that is always very well attended. Most of the visitors come from the Netherlands, but the fair also attracts visitors from all over the world, with people coming all the way from Japan, America and Australia among other places.
The doll and teddy bear makers who take part in the fair come mainly from the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany .
The fair is for adults who collect dolls and/or teddy bears and those who make dolls and/or teddy bears who come to the fair in search of inspiration, to buy materials and to have a go at making a doll or teddy bear.

THE DOLL AND TEDDY BEAR DOCTOR
Children under the age of twelve are likely to find the fair rather dull because most of the dolls and teddy bears are not toys that they can play with. If children do come to the fair it is usually to visit one of the doll and teddy bear doctors in the hope that the doctor will be able to repair their beloved doll or teddy bear.
The people who repair dolls and teddy bears for a living do not provide their services free of charge. It may be a rather unusual occupation, but these people are experts who are highly skilled at what they do. Minor repairs can be done on the spot. Dolls and teddy bears that require major operations will have to go home with the doctor.

VALUERS
The valuers who assess the value of antique dolls and teddy bears do not charge for their services. They also issue a written report stating among other things when the doll was made, the country in which it was made, the trademark and its value as a collector  s item.
There are a number of different factors that determine the value of a doll or teddy bear as a collector’s  item, such as the number of dolls or bears that were made at the time, the condition it is in (whether or not it has been played with), and whether there is much demand for that particular doll or teddy bear among collectors. There can be considerable difference between the value of a doll or teddy bear as a collector’s item and its actual market value.
Visitors are often amazed to learn how much their beloved doll or teddy bear is worth as a collector s item and in the end they may decide to go ahead and sell it. If they wish to do so, they can sell it at the fair if there is an interested buyer among the stand holders who purchase antique dolls and teddy bears. If the doll or teddy bear is exceptionally rare the valuer will advise its owner to have it auctioned by a reputable firm of auctioneers.

ANTIQUES
For those who collect antique dolls, teddy bears and toys the fair is a real paradise. For those who are just starting to build up a collection there is a very wide choice, including the famous Dutch Wildebras dolls or the celluloid tortoise-shell dolls from Germany. Aspiring collectors also have a chance to seek out expert advice. More experienced collectors, possibly those who collect the porcelain dolls that were made from around 1880 onwards, will find lots of famous brand-name dolls at the fair, including those made by the firms Jumeau, Steiner, Bru or Gaultier from France. Or those made by Armand Marseille, Kämmer und Rheinhard, Simon and Halbig in Germany.

The antique and old toys that can be purchased at the fair – doll’s prams, dolls furniture, miniature dinner sets, tiny parasols, bonnets, you name it are absolutely delightful.
For those who collect old teddy bears the choice is somewhat more limited. Teddy bears are made of material and because they tend to get cuddled a lot, with the odd exception, most of the ancient teddy bears have seen better days. The older teddy bears at the fair come mainly from Germany where they were made by famous firms such as Steiff, Hermann, Bing and Schuco.

DOLLS AND TEDDY BEARS COLLECTED AS WORKS OF ART
Most of the doll makers who take part in the fair model their dolls out of one of two different types of clay; one dries simply through being exposed to the air the other needs to be fired in a special oven. They base their design on a photograph or work from their imagination. After many years of experience they are so skilled at making dolls that they can refer to themselves an artist. And the same goes for the teddy bear designers.
All over the world an increasing number of people are now collecting limited edition dolls and teddy bears made by contemporary doll and teddy bear artists. If a mould is made of the doll in question, it is said to be one of a series and is numbered just like an etching or litho, as 2/50, for example. This means that you own the second doll in a series made from a mould that was used to make just 50 dolls. After that the mould is destroyed.
In most cases limited edition dolls come with a certificate of authenticity. The more famous the designer the higher the price of the doll or teddy bear. A person who is just starting to make dolls or bears will not ask as much for them as a fellow artist who has been in the business for years. However, this does not mean that the doll or bear is inevitably of a lesser quality. A number of the teddy bears made by teddy bear artists have been purchased by museums. Dutch teddy bear artists are especially popular in Japan.

The visitors who come to the fair also include doll manufacturers from Germany on the lookout for new talent. Don’t forget that all of the dolls that you see in the shops were originally made by a doll maker - something you don’t really consider when you see a plastic doll in the shop window. The companies that make dolls for children to play with have to present a new collection every year, so they have to come up with something new.
During the international fair at Ahoy, where a large number of doll makers from the Netherlands and Belgium are gathered together under one roof, these kinds of contacts are established every year. If you are one of the people to be discovered you ve got it made. You might have started out as a housewife who took up a hobby to break up the daily grind and all of a sudden you’re an international celebrity!
If you are signed up by one of these companies your dolls will be sold all over the world (via the manufacturer’s representatives) and specialist shops will invite you to spend a day or two signing the feet or tummies of the dolls for the purchasing public. This is done as an additional service for the customer. For example, in England one such shop does a great deal of advertising for Dutch designers who are often invited to give television interviews as a result. Naturally this is a whole new - and adventurous - life for the doll maker in question!
Many of the doll makers that are now famous often started out as housewives who visited a doll fair and were inspired to start making dolls at home. People who may have no or little education often have hidden skills that can be put to very good use.

DOLL AND TEDDY BEAR COMPETITIONS AT AHOY ROTTERDAM
Every year the makers of the most popular doll and teddy bear at the fair are presented with a prize awarded by the public. 
The public can vote for their favourite doll by filling in the number of the doll on a card attached to the entrance ticket. The designer of the doll that receives the most votes is presented with the prize awarded by the public - the much-coveted exclusive Silver Dolls Ring that was specially designed for this purpose by a silversmith. 
All of the bears entered in the competition are set out on the stand of the teddy bear makers in question and they too have number that can be filled in on the card attached to the entrance ticket.

COURSES AND WORKSHOPS
Some of the doll and teddy bear makers who take part in the fair also run courses and workshops.
You can sign up for these courses and workshops at the fair itself. The courses are given at home or at an adult education centre or community centre. The courses generally consist of six or eight two-hour lessons. The workshops are usually one-day workshops.
At the fair you can decide which kind of doll or teddy bear you are most fascinated by. If you would like to learn how to make it you can contact those who give lessons.
Not all of the doll and teddy bear makers who have stands at the fair give lessons. Some of them prefer to spend all of their time making dolls and/or teddy bears.

MATERIALS THAT CAN BE USED TO MAKE DOLLS OR TEDDY BEARS AT HOME
At every fair there are also stands that sell virtually everything you need to make dolls/ teddybears at home. Such as all kinds of clay, some of which dry simply through being exposed to the air and other types that need to be fired in the oven. There are also dolls eyes and bears? eyes, little shoes, wigs, clothes for dolls and teddy bears, fabrics, lace and ribbon, patterns, doll’s furniture, etc., etc.
For teddy bear makers there are hundreds of different kinds of mohair and whole range of patterns that can be used to make teddy bears.
There is always a stand that contains books and magazines about the history of old dolls and teddy bears and more modern dolls and teddy bears. And there are also all kinds of books that show you how to make dolls and/or teddy bears without having to attend a course.

INTERVIEW WITH A DOLL OR TEDDY BEAR DESIGNER, A DOLL AND TEDDY BEAR DOCTOR OR A VALUER FOR PRESS RELEASES IN NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
It is always possible to arrange an exclusive interview prior to any of the fairs. Just give me a call on 0031 492 319603 or e-mail: 

info@niesjewolters.nl  ,can then give you the address of a designer, doctor or valuer living in region in which your newspaper is published.
I hope that this detailed description has told you a little bit more about our dolls and teddy bear fairs . 

Niesje Wolters van Bemmel     http://www.niesjewolters.nl
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24e Doll and Teddybear fair ( 120 participants ).


Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 august 2010. Hallenzalen/Belfort, Markt 7, BRUGES ( Belgium)


Open from 10.00 till 17.00 hour


Entrance: 8,00 Euro
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The biggest Doll- and Teddybear fair from the Europe( 250 participants )


Friday29 and Saturday 30 october 2010, 3084 BA ROTTERDAM (the Netherlands), Ahoy, Ahoy-weg 10


Open from 10.00 till 17.00 hour


Entrance:10, 00 Euro

















